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Urban-rural Relationship and Administrative Selection:
The Dual Logic of Village Development in the Strategy of Rural
Revitalization

Zhang Zhaoshu (Central China Normal University)

Abstract Rural revitalization, as a national strategy in China, can benefit peasants’ demand for a better
life only when being implemented in a specific village. However, the academic tradition of villages as a cog-
nitive tool has neglected the epistemological significance of villages to some extent because of its emphasis
on methodological significance of villages. Although the research in social science has acquired much knowl-
edge about rural society from villages, little has been known about the self-development of villages. Based on
the promotion of villages’ principal status after the 21st century, this paper advocates an analytical paradigm
regarding villages as development units. Thus the dual logic of village development consists of urban-rural
relationship and administrative selection, namely market logic and administrative logic. It has been argued that
village development mainly depends on two aspects: one is the relationship between villages and the market,
referring to the embedded urban-rural relationship and market structure; the other is the relationship between
villages and administration, that is, the position of village in the distribution of local government’s attention.
Under the domination of this outside-in logic, the leading village elites can have a special effect on village
development, namely empowerment.

Key words urban-rural relationship; administrative selection; village development; rural vitalization;
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