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A Review of the Basic Theory of Economic Criminal Law
since Reform and Opening—up

Sun Guoxiang (Nanjing University)

Abstract The reform and opening-up has given birth to economic criminal law, which has become an
important field of criminal law theory. A review ofthe origin, evolution and academic accumulation of economic
criminal law in the past forty years enables us to see its beginning, prosperity and continuous evolution. While
recognizing the fruitful results of economic criminal law research, it is necessary for us to face the insufficiency
of the basic theory of economic criminal law, such as the lack of self-reliance and academic identification as an
independent discipline. In the new era, economic criminal law should be the focus of attention in the study of
criminal law, dealing with the relationship between the transplantation of foreign legal theory and theoretical
innovation, constructing the fundamental thesis, and forming a clear knowledge system of economic criminal
law.

Key words economic criminal law; economic crime; collective legal theory; basic legal theory of crim-

inal law; the New Era; reform and opening-up
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