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Why do Historians Care about Ecological Issues?
Thoughts on the Theory of Environmental History with Chinese Characteristics

Wang Lihua (Nankai University)

Abstract Environmental and ecological issues are related to many fields of natural sciences and humani-
ties and social sciences with unprecedented scope and complexity. The long-term “sub-disciplinary study”with
excessive divide between arts and sciences cannot meet the needs of environmental protection and the construc-
tion of ecological civilization. Environmental historians attempt to cross the boundaries between nature and
society, and use multidisciplinary theories to examine the complex changes in the relationship between man
and nature in history, paving the way for bridging the gap between the two cultures and integrating technol-
ogy with humanity. The main task of China’s environmental history research is to build a foundation for the
ecological and cultural system, and to clarify the practical necessity and historical inevitability of ecological civ-
ilization construction through historical investigations at different time scales. To achieve this goal, we should
strive to establish new historical values, construct a knowledge system of environmental historiography with
Chinese characteristics, and provide historical resources for the construction of ecological civilization under the
guidance of the Marxist relationship between man and nature and Xi Jinping’s theory of ecological civilization.

Key words environmental history; ecological civilization; interdisciplinary research; two cultures
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