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Abstract  “On Balance” is a famous and significant book in the cultural history of the Han Dynasty,

with rich content, broad vision and deep speculation. The content about the ocean is based on the tradition of

Yue people attaching importance to marine development as well as on the marine exploration and early marine

knowledge accumulation in the Qin and Han dynasties as the cultural background. The discussion of marine

meteorological knowledge, ocean hydrology knowledge, and marine life knowledge has opened up a window

into our understanding of oceanography in the Han Dynasty. The author of the book—Wang Chong’ s marine

complex derived from the coastal environment of his birth and long-term residence, as well as from the ocean

consciousness that reflects an open mind, enterprising consciousness and practical concept. The investigation of

the marine culture of the Han Dynasty cannot ignore the work of “On Balance” or the thought of Wang Chong.

Key words Wang Chong; “On balance”; marine complex; ocean consciousness; ocean culture
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