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Why ““Political Philosophy” Becomes a Question
Li Yitian (Tsinghua University)

Abstract As a hot issue in contemporary academia, Political Philosophy has aroused considerable atten-
tion and discussion. Scholars have provided lots of answers to the question, “What is Philosophy?”, and made
a certain kind of consensus about it. However, it is the differentiation within modern philosophy and the rivalry
between philosophical methods and scientific ones that make political philosophy questionable. Therefore, the
different answers to “What is Philosophy”, depend not only on the different understandings about “What is
Philosophy”, but on the different interpretations of “What is Political Science”. The complexities and changes
within and/or outside philosophy make political philosophy so blurred that it has to be clarified and defined
clearly. Despite the various definitions, the hard core of political philosophy is “normativity”. It is the appeals
of normativity that require the justification of contemporary political philosophy and promote the reflection and
revisit on the public living conditions by members in modern society.

Key words political philosophy; political science; normativity
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