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From ‘““Political Revolution” to “Revolutionary Politics”
A Transition of Marx’s Political Philosophy

Bai Gang (Jilin University)

Abstract The “political revolution” launched by the modern bourgeoisie with the banner of “freedom”
and “equality” did not bring about universal “human” liberation and freedom, but was a temporary “political
balancer” of civil society. It only made the bourgeoisie possessing property acquire “political” liberation and

99 G

“formal” freedom, but the majority of the proletariat was still ruled by the “abstract”-“non-sacred image”, al-
though the “political revolution” overthrew the rule of “sacred image” which represented religious theocracy
and feudal monarchy. Through the critique of political economy, Marx deeply explored and revealed the pro-
found economic roots behind the bourgeois political revolution, and successfully analyzed and criticized the
“political economic foundation” of “political revolution”. In this sense, “critique of political economy” is the
“history of redemption” in the language of national economics. It is on the basis of “criticism of political econ-
omy” that Marx advocated the transition from “political revolution” to “revolutionary politics”, to liberate the
factor of communist new society originating from old bourgeois society, through the joint labor of the prole-
tariat, and the elimination of private ownership. In the end, “political revolution” could complete the “most
advanced freedom revolution”, through the liberation of universal “human” and the “physical freedom” of full
development of human freedom and personality.

Key words political revolution; revolutionary politics; civil society; critique of political economy; the

transition of political philosophy
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