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On the Theoretical Effect and Value of Classical Western Marxism
in Contemporary Western Society

Wang Yuchen (Zhongnan University of Economics and Low)

Abstract Classical western Marxist theory mainly focuses on three theoretical issues, including the re-
search on the essence and nature of Marxist philosophy, the analysis of contemporary capitalist social problems
and the exploration of the contemporary western socialist revolution. By analyzing these issues, classical west-
ern Marxism has not only formed a new interpretation of Marxist philosophy, but also proposed new theoretical
issues such as alienation, technical rational criticism, consumerism culture criticism and spatial theory. It has
also exerted significant influences on the theoretical construction of the ecological Marxism, post-Marxism,
late Marxism and cultural studies, highlighting its theoretical effects in the contemporary west. However, the
study of classical western Marxism in China still has some limitations and research gaps due to restrictions of
social and historical conditions and research paradigms. The importance of the theory and its influence on the
construction of new thought of Marxism abroad call for in-depth studies of classical Marxism and reevaluation
of'its value in China, and thus intensify the follow-up study of the new trend of thought of Marxism abroad and
deepen the study of Marxism abroad in China.

Key words classical western Marxism; foreign Marxism; new thought of Marxism abroad; theoretical
effect
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