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Exploring Rural Construction in the Past Century from
a National Perspective

Li Xiangzhen (Wuhan University)
Zhang Bo (Party School of the Central Committee of C.P.C)

Abstract Rural revitalization is the overall goal and main path for CCP and the state to promote rural
construction in the new era. In the past 100 years, the state-led rural construction can be roughly divided into
three stages: the rural revival movement in the 1920th and 1930th; the land reform and agricultural collec-
tivization in the 1950s and 1960s; and the reform of the rural political and economic system since the 1970s and
1980s. The overall goal of country-led rural construction is different at different stages. In the first two phases,
rural improvement is more of a way to achieve other goals, while rural revitalization strategy is to regard rural
improvement as the goal itself. In the process of rural construction, the state and its overall goal are directional
and decisive forces that cannot be ignored. In the past, rural construction research emphasized the participation
of social and non-governmental forces, neglecting the state power. Based on the national vision, an examination
of the history of rural construction in the past century will help us to better grasp the historical and practical
significance of the rural revitalization strategy.
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