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The Interpretation of “Science” from Classical Meaning
to Modern Meaning

Feng Tianyu, Nie Changshun (Wuhan University)

Abstract One of the preconditions for human beings to think is to form concepts, which cannot be sus-
pended in space. They must be named, namely be lexicalized in order to enter pragmatics and achieve cultural
operation. Therefore, studying names is to create a history of culture. One of the reasons for the constant de-
velopment of Chinese civilization is that Chinese words with characters (names) of both form and meaning are
rich and relatively stable in meaning. At the same time, the Chinese language has the inclusive spirit of absorb-
ing foreign words and is therefore constantly expanded and vibrant. A good example is the word “science”,
whose name is interpreted from classical meaning to modern meaning, going through a process of circulation
and change between “China-West-Japan” or “India-China-Japan-West”. In this process, the ancient Chinese
meaning, western meaning, and the Japanese meaning have been combined and eventually formed the modern
meaning of “science”, which shows the unity of continuity and variability.

Key words nouns; cultural history; science; Gezhi; Saiyinsi; foreign words
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