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A Non-Han Buddhist Monk Resting under a Pine: Transformation of
Cultural Images from Tang Dynasty to Song Dynasty

Li Xiaorong (Fujian Normal University)

Abstract Wei Yan was a famous painter who is good at painting pines and stones in Tang Dynasty. In
his painting Double Pines, the most important cultural image is a non-Han Buddhist monk resting under two
pine trees, widely known to posterity by Du-Fu’s A Poem for Wei Yan’s Painting Double Pines. Invited by Liu
Zhongyuan, Su Shi and Li Gonglin co-painted A Monk in Meditation under a Pine according to Du-Fu’s poem
on the day January 12th, the third year of the reign of Yuan-you in Northern Song Dynasty. In this painting, the
non-Han Buddhist monk from Double Pines was turned into an old Chinese monk and double pines into one
lonely pine. This little change contains a wealth of information on cultural changes from Tang Dynasty to Song
Dynasty. Furthermore, the picture of A Monk in Meditation under a Pine by Su Shi and Li Gonglin was one of
the most important links in the process of classicalization of A Poem for Wei Yan’s Painting Double Pines. The
painting itself later also became a classic.

Key words A non-Han Buddhist monk resting under a pine; cultural images; Double Pines; a Monk in

Meditation under a Pine; changes from Tang Dynasty to Song Dynasty

B g HEHE  2019-02-15
BEEEN 2/, SO, EEIYE R A OB 2% LA St 48 JH 350007,
B EERmE S





