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The Fascination of “Ye Yi” from Sanqu in Yuan Dynasty
Zha Hongde (Nankai University)

Abstract Since the beginning of the 20th century, scholars have made in-depth discussions about the
stylistic characteristics of Yuan Sanqu (JGH(H) for nearly one hundred years, and made different generaliza-
tions, such as “secular’(ff¥), “humorous”(if), “vivid” ({#) and “tart”(#). The existence of various generaliza-
tions suggests that we have not yet fully grasped the characteristics of Sanqu in Yuan Dynasty. Further research
is needed to obtain a higher generalization which can cover “secular”, “humorous”, “vivid” and “tart”, and re-
flect the basic spirit of Sanqu. This higher level generalization should be “Ye Yi” (i), which is a common
living state, psychological state and cultural spirit among literati in Yuan Dynasty and reflects many aspects of
literature and art. People used to know “Ye Yi” of literati from paintings in Yuan Dynasty, but it is in fact more
fully expressed in Sanqu. There are many forms of expressions of “Ye Yi” in Yuan Sanqu, such as wild and
supercilious individual spirit with informal behavior, leisurely spirit with seclusion life and open-mindedness,
free spirit with the pursuit of the natural state of non-human intentions, experience in the peaceful and comfort-
able rural environment, literati’s imagination with coexistence of elegance and popularity, wild thoughts out of
traditional and usual values, and vulgar and absurd character with detached spirit.

Key words Yuan Sanqu; stylistic characteristic; Ye Yi
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