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The Legal Boundaries and Liability of the Freedom

of Human Gene Editing Research

Zhu Xiaofeng (Central University of Finance and Economics)

Abstract In China’s current legal system, the freedom of human gene editing research falls not only into
the category of scientific research freedom which is one of the basic rights in the constitution, but also into the
category of action freedom in civil law. This requires that, as subjective right, the freedom of human gene editing
research should be carried out within the scope permitted by law, and should not endanger national security, harm
social public interests, endanger human health, or violate ethics and morality. Otherwise, the researcher should
bear corresponding legal responsibilities. As for civil liability for violation of legal restrictions, even if there
are no specific and special regulations in the current law, it can also be determined through the use of legal
interpretation rules. As for administrative liability and criminal liability, especially the latter, it is restricted
by principles such as legally prescribed punishment for a specified crime, and human rights protection and
therefore should be handled carefully by the legislation since it is difficult to solve this problem through legal
interpretation rules.

Key words gene editing; freedom of research; freedom of action; social public interests; CRISPR/Cas9
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