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Studies in Foreign Marxist Philosophy in the Past 70 Years:
Retrospection and Prospect

Zhang Liang (Nanjing University)

Abstract Chinese studies in foreign Marxist philosophy in the past 70 years can be generally classi-
fied into four stages: prehistory (1949-1978), rise (1978-1990s), penetration (1990s-early 21st century), and
prosperity (early 21st century-current). Despite latent angst such as recession of the original aspiration, lack
of historical orientation and degeneration of academic taste, the progressively prosperous future of studies in
foreign Marxist philosophy can still be expected. Further studies should center around three aspects: rethinking
the relationship with foreign Marxism philosophy under the beacon of historical materialism; remaining true
to the original aspiration and seeking to solve Chinese problems and construct theoretical system of Chinese
Marxism philosophy; undertaking the historic mission and endeavoring to develop China into a global center
of Marxist philosophy.

Key words foreign Marxism; western Marxism; Marxist philosophy; discipline of Marxist theory; 70

years since the founding of New China
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