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On the Moral Ability of the Judiciary

Jiang Guohua (Wuhan University)

Abstract Moral ability is the ability of human beings to understand, pursue and yearn for civilization
and moral life. It is the inner force of mankind when facing barbarism, defeating evil, and constantly moving
toward civilization and progress. The credibility of justice depends on its moral ability, as it inherently contains
the judge’s moral cognition and ability to grasp, maintain and promote, and guide and shape. In the judicial
process, judicial moral competence often plays a logical role in cases through the justification of acts, the ethical
translation of disputes, and the virtue clause of resorting to law. In the sense of genetics, this kind of judicial
moral ability, which has an infiltrating effect on judicial credibility, is not a natural product, but a result of
enlightenment. Therefore, in the legal education system, we should leave enough space for judicial ethics
education; in the social construction, we should attach importance to the construction of social ethics system
and social justice, and create an appropriate ecological environment for the growth of judicial moral ability; in
the construction of national rule of law, we should abide by legislative justice, enrich the moral content of the
rule of law, and establish a platform for the role of judicial moral ability.

Key words moral competence; judicial conscience; core values; “Yu Huan case”; good law and gover-

nance
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