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Research into the Debate between Virtue Ethics and
Normative Ethics in China

Fang Xi (Yunnan Normal University)
Jiang Chang (Hubei University)

Abstract Previous studies on the debate between virtue ethics and normative ethics (represented by util-
itarianism and deontological ethics) in the domestic academic fields included two major stages, namely trans-
lation and review, which mainly involved the translation and introduction of foreign works and papers on this
academic debate, and a comprehensive description of the basic concepts, main standpoints, theoretical types,
research methods and some criticisms of contemporary virtue ethics and normative ethics in the West. The
main problems of the previous research lie in the lack of comprehensiveness, systematicity and depth in re-
search contents, and the limitation of “Aristotle—McIntyre” in research sight. At present and in the future, the
domestic academic circles should facilitate the study of the debate between virtue ethics and normative ethics
from the following five aspects: firstly, to comprehensively analyze the background and ideological conditions
of this debate; secondly, to clarify the criticism of virtue ethics on normative ethics and the defense of the latter;
thirdly, to comprehensively interpret the Anti-criticism of normative ethics to virtue ethics and the defense of
the latter; Fourthly, to examine the merits and demerits of the respective theories; fifthly, to provide a com-
prehensive analysis of the academic value and practical significance of the debate between virtue ethics and
normative ethics.
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