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Common Goods and Social Goodness
Fan Hao (Southeast University)

Abstract The abstract right-civil society paradox of “equality-inequality” between wealth possession
and subsistence distribution revealed by Hegel in Philosophy of Right, deductive as the philosophy of right-
economics difficulties between fairness and efficiency, in which unfair distribution becomes the biggest prob-
lem in modern society. Common goods can provide ethical compensation for solving the problem of fairness-
efficiency and promoting fair distribution, its essence of which is: Common goods must go beyond the effi-
ciency principle of welfare economics and implement the ethical care concept.“Development” and “care” are
two values that must be taken into account in common goods and must be properly balanced. Wealth has ethical
nature,but also has internal profound ethical risk. Common goods are not only common welfare, but the display
of social goodness, reflecting the “social conscience” and “social kindness”. To this end, common goods should
be in favor of the middle and lower strata of society and become a “social gift” for the ethical care of civilians
and the poor in society. The allocation of common goods such as care for the aged and children, automobile
lanes and sidewalks, garbage cans and urban lighting are all the ethical expressions of social conscience. The
social welfare theory and efficiency concept of common goods must be promoted into the theory of social good-
ness and the concept of justice with ethical care as the core. The unity of efficiency and justice, development
and care is social goodness.The allocation of common goods requires ethical feelings, the core of which is “to
learn ethical thinking”. The attitude toward disability, poverty, and diverse lifestyles is a test of “ethical think-
ing”. Human beings are faced with the rapid development and continuous differentiation of modern society,
so we must “learn to be together” again. Common goods expect a thorough humanistic spirit. Ethical Chinese
culture can provide Chinese expression and theoretical support for common goods to surpass the difficulties of
fairness-efficiency and build social cohesion, so that common goods can surpass “social utilities” and become
the propellers of social goodness..

Key words common goods; legal philosophy-economics paradox; social gifts; fairness-efficiency; equality-

fairness; ethical feelings; social goodness
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