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A Historical Materialism Perspective on “Better Life”
Li Yuyan (Changsha University of Science and Technology)

Abstract The report of the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party has pointed out that the prin-
cipal contradictions facing Chinese society have been transformed into the contradiction between unbalanced
and inadequate development and the people’s ever-growing needs for a better life. This major political judgment
provides an important basis for formulating the party’s and the country’s major policies and long-term strategy.
The expression of people’s ever-growing needs for a better life is highly compatible with the basic principles of
historical materialism. It is an expression of historical materialism with Chinese characteristics for the new era,
and it has developed historical materialism to a new height. First of all, the subject of a good life is the people.
It’s a new development of the materialist historical view that “The people’s longing for a better life is our goal”
. Second, the need for a better life is an all-round and multi-level one, as the richness and comprehensiveness of
the need is a new interpretation of the need of historical materialism. Third, the need for a better life is linked to
the current historical stage and is growing constantly which reflects the social and historic significance. Thus, it
is a new orientation of the historical materialism development concept. Finally, that a better life can be achieved
by struggle reflects the practicality of a better life and pushes the historical materialism practice concept to a
new realm.

Key words historical materialism; better life; Xi Jinping’s New Era Thought of Socialism with Chinese

Characteristics
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