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Assortative Mating in China and Its Impact on the Inequality
of Family Income

Gong Feng (Wuhan University)

Abstract Nowdays,how does China’s assortative mating mode affect household income inequality? In
this paper, we use the micro-household survey data of CGSS to measure the proportion of “counterfactual”
marriage combinations in the absence of assortative mating using the stochastic matching method based on the
educational level (academic qualification) of both spouses. The results showed that the proportion of marriage
combinations with the same education level during the sample period was 47.73% on average. On the other
hand, under the condition of random marriage matching, the Gini coefficients of household income distribution
are between 0.36 and 0.48, which shows that both husband and wife pursuing the positive matching of academic
qualifications result in an average increase of 13.12% of the inequality of the household income distribution.
Therefore, this paper argues that the government should adjust household income inequality. One of the direc-
tions of the income tax reform is to tax the family income, so as to better reflect the “ability-to-pay principle”
and narrow the gap between the overall income and welfare of families.

Key words income inequality; assortative mating; education levels; individual income tax ; stochastic

matching;survey data of CGSS
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