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On the Historical Value of the Qin Legal Manuscripts from Yuelu
Chen Wei (Wuhan University)

Abstract As non-archaeologically retrieved artifacts, the legal documents Benjing Lv (“Statutes on
Emergency Troops”) and Weizu Lv (“Statutes of the Commandant and Accessory” ) which first appeared
in the Hunan University Yuelu Academy collection of Qin manuscripts, have now been verified by the recently
published Han manuscript statute collection excavated from Shuihudi. The content of these legal documents
can be used to correct previous misunderstandings of Qin law, and is corroborated by the administrative sys-
tem seen in the Liye Qin manuscripts. The Qin legal documents from Yuelu have important historical value in
helping to advance the reconstruction of the Qin and Han legal system, open up new aspects for researching
Qin ordinances, and enrich our understanding of Qin statutes and ordinances.

Key words Non-archaeologically retrieved artifacts; Yuelu Qin manuscripts; legal documents; value of

historical materials; Benjing Lv, Weizu Lv
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