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Li He’s Innovation in Rewriting Traditional Myths of the Sun
Timothy Wai Keung Chan (Hong Kong Baptist University)

Abstract Classical Chinese poetic representation of myths of the sun has often had a close relationship
with the theme of time. Qu Yuan (ca. 343-ca. 278 BCE) was the first poet to write on his own frustration in his
poetic discourse on time, which has had profound influence on literature on similar topics by later generations.
Li He’s (ca. 790-ca. 816 CE) works recasting and revising this traditional theme are distinct in unique thought
and motives. These works mark the debut of unique “spatio-temporal poetics”. Within this framework one
finds a variety of creative and grotesque means by which the persona chases after time, as well as a pessimistic
narrative on “the death of the transcendents”. This “spatio-temporal” framework and its content have become
an important means by which we cast doubt on the alleged political satires in these poems and, instead, read
them from a down-to-earth perspective based on the poet’s life and thought.

Key words Li He; myth of the sun; spatio-temporal poetics; time travel; the death of the transcendents;

classical Chinese poetry
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