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The May 4th Movement and the Establishment of
New Value Concept of Socialism

Li Weiwu (Wuhan University)

Abstract The May 4th Movement which took place 100 years ago has made “socialism”the new value
concept and ideal pursuit for Chinse people. This new change and trend in the world of Chinese thought has ex-
perienced many clashes of ideas, mainly focusing on three interrelated issues: Should China choose socialism?
What kind of socialism should China choose? How should China realize socialism? These issues and argu-
ments constitute the main thought links concerning the new values concept of socialism in the world of Chinese
thoughts. The new value concept of socialism has not only contained the nature of “national salvation” in the
May 4th Movement, but also inherited the “enlightenment”spirit from The New Culture Movement. Therefore,
it cannot be misinterpreted as “salvation overtaking enlightenment”, and then be belittled or negated.

Key words The May 4th Movement; New Culture Movement; new value concept of socialism; Early

Chinese Marxists

B AE  2019-01-11

BEFEN  FTY, P, RO 2222 B AR S0, RIS A SRS RHE R R B Bt o 2, &
S0 SRR L e SE A D RGBT B L BRI 430072,

B EERE BRGT



