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Profit, Righteousness and Distribution Justice

A Discussion on the Classification of Marxist Ethic Theory into Utilitarianism
in the Western World

Wei Chuanguang (Jinan University)

Abstract Occidental philosophers and economists like Honnet, Allen and Buchanan, based on
theories of consequentialism, profit or accumulation, have classified Marxist Ethics as utilitarian, which
is an evident misinterpretation of the principles of the Marxist central ideas, the critique of ethics of
the philosophical meta-narrative and the economic and class nature of the ethical structure. In fact,
the Marxist theory, based on the historical perspective of “profit”, the transcendence of “private profit”
and the unification of “profit” and “ethics”, expands the utilitarian concept of profit itself. The Marxist
theory takes the correspondence with productive means as the standard to define righteousness, stands
on the sociologist point of view of the concept of righteousness, and uses basic concepts in economics to
explain justice, completely negating the utilitarian notion of righteousness being a form of accumulated
“rightness” or “goodness”. Marxism reached the very roots of the capitalist economic system, with
a basis on the critics on the private property system, constructed a unified system of distribution
and production justice, which correcting the deficiencies of the utilitarian distribution justice, and
transcending the bourgeoisie concept of justice as power equality. Therefore, Marxism analyses profit,
righteousness and distribution justice from the perspective of historical materialism and material
practice, combines the realization of ideal value with practical activity, and creates an entirely new,
authentic, and revolutionary ethical system through practicing ethics.

Key words Marxism; utilitarianism; profit; righteousness; distribution justice
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