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On the New Socialist Man Liang Shengbao in Builders of a New Life

Zhang Jun ( Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract Liang Shengbao, the hero of the novel Builders of a New Life, directly came from the
rural cadre Wang Jiabin, and his construction out of Wang was guided by the narrative rules of the
time. As a partner admitted by the government, Wang Jiabin was better than Pu Zhongzhi to be
changed into a new socialist character. The glorious story of Wang’s former revolutionary history
was cut because of new rules in the new time. Shengbao’s selfless character was reconstructed in
the shape of revolutionary noble principles. It was economic priority rather than political education
that forced the society to step forward, and Shengbao’s Puritan style was also echoed by the ancient
Confucian tradition. From the New man Shengbao, we can see the different components and trends
within contemporary literature.

Key words  Builders of a New Life; Liang Shengbao; Liu Ching; economic priority
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