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Rethinking on Wang Wei’s “Painting in the Poems”
Jiang Yin (South China Normal University)

Abstract Su Shi, a Chinese poet, evaluated Wang Wei’s poems as “painting in the poems”, and
his remark has a deep connection with Chinese painting. The unique charactertic of Chinese painting
lies in its symbolic implication, namely, poetic. The academic debate on “painting in the poems” has
focused on the real meaning of the word “painting”. Many people will understand the “painting” as
the unique artistic conception of Chinese painting, inevitably making “painting in the poems” into
“poetry in poems”; thus mistakenly resulting in a circular interpretation. Su Shi’s evaluation of Wang
Wei’s paintings, focusing on the latter’s painting with a style of obvious characteristics of traditional
Chinese scholors, never limiting itself to follow external shapes. Wang Wei’s poems are also known
for their obvious prefence at scholors’ will, which is consistent with their drawing features. What Su
Shi saw clearly in Wang Wei’s poems is spirit is better than shape.

Key words Wang Wei ( E4£) ; Su Shi ( #3%4{ ) ; Chinese painting; Japanese banana in snow;

painting in the poems
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