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The Transportation Construction and the Empire Administration
of the Han Dynasty Compared with the Roman Empire

Wang Zijin (Renmin University of China)

Abstract Both the Roman Empire and the Han Empire achieved administrative efficiency through
transportation construction. Merchants of the Roman Empire compared with the Han Empire had
higher status and more active performance. In terms of the initiative of transportation construction,
it is also behind the administrative power. Higher-grade roads, squatters, vehicles and ships all give
priority to political and military services. In terms of maritime traffic, the Roman Empire had a su-
perior tradition and more advanced conditions. Scholars generally pay more attention to navigation.
However, during the entire history of ancient China, the maritime shipping development in the Han
Empire was clearly leading. Pirates were active in both the Roman Empire and the Han Empire.
Actions against pirates were organized by the government. Paying attention to the situation of traffic
conditions first as an administrative basis and secondly to promote the economic operation, is helpful
to understand the historical realities of the ancient Roma and the Han dynasty.
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