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On Problems of Social Integration from the Perspective of Modernity

An Inspiration of Habermas’ Theory of Communicative Action
Wang Xiaosheng (Huazhong University of Science and Technology)

Abstract Modernity means that people constantly seek after novelty, change and difference.
Since the Enlightenment, the theories which try to solve the problem of social integration are individ-
ualism, contract theory, functionalism and cultural conservatism. Habermas thinks that modernity
must justify itself and reconstruct world of life, so that people could reasonably communicate, and
discuss with each other to solve those problems that concern with their interests. This is the primal
problem which should be solved for modern social integration. In solving the problems of social in-
tegration, the method of pragmatics supplies a core concept in the area of practice, namely validity.
This means that only those norms reached through discussion in which all those interests-related peo-
ple take part are valid. Meanwhile in discussion, people must have the intension to include others
and be really de-egocentric, so that to make the possible become reality. Today, the overall vision of
deliberative democracy which is raised by our government is a best way to solve the problem of social
integration of modern society.

Key words modernity; social integration; deliberative democracy; Habermas; pragmatics; com-

municative action; Enlightement
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