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Constructing the Discursive System of Literary History
with Chinese Characteristics

Chen Wenxin (Wuhan University)

Abstract The Chinese literary history, based on the Western concept of pure literary ,has led to
a great deal of works for the ancients to be excluded from the study of Chinese literature.As a result
of pure literary theory, the true face of Chinese literature was concealed and its richness was lost.
In order to build a realistic history of Chinese literature, Chinese scholars tried their best in at least
three aspects. The first is chronological literary history, which was raised in the 1990s and aimed at
recording literary activities objectively and preventing the western literary ideas from castrating the
facts of Chinese literature coarsly. Secondly, scholars tried to restore the basic concepts of various
styles in ancient China, and to determine the boundaries of different styles. In the context of Chinese
traditional knowledge, an accurate positioning of a writers or a works is made to remove the extreme
influence of Hu Shi’s ideas coming from the west. Thirdly, it is noted that the imperial examination
style has influenced the wide range in the last thousand years, and played an important role in the
national management from the Tang to the Qing Dynasty, and took up the main task of cultural
inheritance. A review of the branch. In order to grasp the ancient literature ecology completely, it is
helpful to expand the study of ancient prose from the grand conception of literature.

Key words literary chronicles; research of Bian-style with novels; styles of the imperial exami-

nation;discursive system of literary history
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