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The Boombing of German Cities druing World War 11
by the Allies’ Airforces and Its Writing and Debate

Sun Lixin (Beijing Normal University)
Chen Yu (The Guo Moruo Museum of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract During World War II, allied air forces of Britain and carried large scale bombing on
German cities, causing enormous civilian casualties as well as destructions of historical and cultural
heritages. In the eyes of the survivors, the bombing was nothing other than a nightmare. They
spoke of the gross injustice, calling for just, forming a powerful backflow in the deep hearts among
the people. However, the historical circle and media of Britain and the , dominated by the idea of
just war against aggression, lacks necessary reflections on the faults made by the Allies due to the
abusement of just war. From views of humanity, any innocent civilian died from war or ravaged by
warfare is a victim of war, who deserves rememberance and comfort. However, one should not turn this
kind of sufferings into myths, bracketing the mistakes of Allies and the crimes of the Nazis together
or using this kind of mistakes to relativize and dilute the evil of the Nazi German, or even denying
Hitler and the Nagzis’ crimes of intentionally massacre of the Jewish people for the purpose genocide.
Recalling the sufferings of the German people during the World War II is not aiming at provoking
revenge, but encouraging people to reflect on the cruelty of war, understanding the great dangers of
violence, retaliation, revenge, and all the other immoral and unjust actions. We should respect others,
cherishing peace, cooperating to seek a harmonious, stable and healthy path for the development of
human society.

Key words World War II; German cities; strategic bombing; Der Brand
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