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Specialized Small Towns: Zhejiang Experience of
Tourism & Its Enlightenment

Zhang Huanzhou (Zhejiang International Studies University)
Wu Maoying (Zhejiang University)
Shen Xuwei (Hangzhou Grand Canal Preservation Centre)

Abstract Zhejiang has made a breakthrough in regional restrictions and actively promoted the
construction of specialized small towns in recent years. The specialized small towns project is con-
sidered as a major strategic breakthrough and a new engine in the process of promoting intensive
and qualitative urbanization. It was considered as a successful model in China. The distribution and
industrial agglomeration of Zhejiang specialized small towns show a certain internal relationship and
spatial convergence in the geopolitical level, which are roughly divided into north and south regions
along the front line of “Jiande Air Town - Yiwu Silk Road Financial Town - Ninghai Smart Car Town”.
Its development presents three modes, namely, the historical context mode, the emerging economic
mode and the specialized industrial mode. The experience of Zhejiang specialized small towns offers
considerable implications for the development of tourism industry in China.

Key words specialized small towns; new style of urbanization; specialized towns line; tourism;

Zhejiang experience
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