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The “Triangle Fire” and Reconstruction of Social Identity in America
Yan Changwu (Jinan University)

Abstract The biggest challenge of America’s social governance in Progressive Era was how to
rebuild social identity in social conflicts. The “Triangle Fire” in 1911 was well acknowledged as “The
Fire that Changed America”, as it had made social differentiation a highlighted issue in American
public life, facilitated the enactment of a series of humanitarian laws and regulations, and was a
starting point of the “New Deal”. Based on the analytical framework of “Basic Spheres of Social
Identity”, it can be identified the key reasons why “Triangle Fire” was able to “Change America” lies
in the fact that it facilitated the organic coordination between welfare influence, a meaning system
and social organization in progressive era, allowing different social classes to rebuild social consensus
in the context of crisis, and therefore turning crisis into opportunities in the critical time of social
transformation.

Key words Progressive Era; social governance; industrial disaster; social identity; triangle fire
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