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How to Help Each Other

An Analysis of Influencing Factors of Mutual Aids among Chinese Families
Zhang Qilin, Liu Erpeng & Zhou Yimeng (Wuhan University)

Abstract With the improvement of modern social security system, the traditional mutual aid
behavior is quietly changing. In this paper, we employed the latest round data of China Family Panel
Studies (CFPS) to test the factors influencing Chinese family mutual aid behavior. The results showed
that family mutual assistance is still widespread and profound in current era, the larger the social
network of families, the deeper the connection with relatives and friends, and the more traditional
the family culture, the greater the likelihood of traditional mutual aid. There was also a significant
positive relationship between social assistance income, family debt situation and mutual aid income.
Household income, family political capital, pension insurance income and social donation expenditure
and other factors were positively related to mutual aid expenditure. In addition, the newly formed or
elderly families were more likely to receive assistance from their family network. We also found that,
in case of natural disasters, the original “internal assistance pattern” would come to collapse because
families were unable to protect themselves, even though they used to have close ties.

Key words mutual aids among families; Shouwang Xiangzhu ( 5F22AHB) ) ; China Family Panel
Studies (CFPS); Probit model; Tobit model
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