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Soft Constraint on Hard Power and Hard Support to Soft Power

Function of International Law Revisited
He Zhipeng (Jilin University)

Abstract At present, due to the reality of anarchic society in the world, international law has
a relatively weak role in establishing and safeguarding national hard power from the perspective of
a single state. However, international law has a relatively strong role in shaping a state’s soft power
as a diplomatic discourse. To explore the function of international law in social life, it is necessary
to distinguish ideal from reality. The ideal function of international law is to provide a blueprint of
the world order and to achieve the standardization of international politics. However, based on the
current state of international relations, the reality of the formation and operation of international law
must be accepted. In the process of historical development, the reduction of the factors of power in
international affairs, and the fact that the political operation more embodies the characteristics of
normative orientation and realizes the standardization of politics, has always been a goal of a healthy
and just international society. Therefore, recognizing and playing the role of international law requires,
on the one hand, that states-based actors should actively participate in the process of the rule of law
in the international society and strive to improve international law; on the other hand, they must fully
grasp the discourse function of international law and properly describe a state’s positions and ideas
to enhance its soft power.

Key words international law; politics; anarchy; hard power; soft power

WU HE  2018-04-08
B EEEN MR, R MO B BT M KB 130012,
BEERE 3= B





