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A Political Philosophical Decoding of “The Holy Family” from
the Perspective of Theory of the Masses

Zhang Wenxi (Renmin University of China)

Abstract  The Holy Family in 1844 is dominated by practical materialism. It explores possible
ways to redefine the philosophy of Zeitgeist by examining different angles of the Hegelian theology
including the opposition to mass, political philosophy and theological aspects. The aim of the Historical
Materialism clarifies the nature of Hegel’s idealism system at the beginning of the birth, instead
a universal truth by extraordinary theoretical authority. According to the The Holy Family , the
Historical Materialism describes the relationship between “the worldly stomach” and the outside world,
revealing the Hegelian view: how the “depth of the soul” falls into the sensibility. We read The Holy
Family just as Hegel’s boasting about “all” truth which removes its skin like an onion. We can
perceive the general tendency in human thinking through Marx’s reflection on the “spirit” and the
taunt of philosophers (as a historical “witnesses”): the transcendence and freedom from vulgarity is the
universality of human thinking, which is the reflection of human’s political and theological thinking.
The Hegelian indulges Western philosophy into all metaphysical possibilities of the truth itself. It is
necessary to take efforts in removing barriers between the spirit and the masses, philosophy and daily
consciousness and the other topics. Only in this way can we sympathize with the metaphysics and
its all condemnation, and understand the practice of combining it with the criticism of the various
premises of theological politics. It embodies the Historical Materialism in practical area as much as
it shows when in The Holy Family in 1844, it’s like the time when it embodies Historical Materialism
in the field of practice.
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