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Listening to History:From the Separation of Materials and Perceptions
to the Integration of Narrative and Argument

Sang Bing (Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract The relationship between narrative and argument is a controversial problem that has always
been facing historians. Generated from the distinction between historical materials and history itself since
the Qing dynasty, this problem became increasingly prominent during the debates over materials and
perceptions in the Republican period. Moreover, when the classical Chinese was replaced by the vernacular
language, the separation of quotations and main text was more inevitable both in writing and reading
historical monographs, which made it more difficult for contemporary perceptions to coincide with historical
opinions. Since the 1950s, there has been no consensus on this issue. Under such an influence, historians
gradually valued argument over narrative. Consequently, materials were often dissociated from their own
spatial and temporal environment and adapted into certain foreign frameworks, mistaking perceptions as
historical facts. We should listen to history, trying to understand the real intention of our historical actors,
and present it by integrating narrative with argument.

Key words historical materials; historical perceptions; relation between narrative and argument; clas-

sic Chinese and vernacular Chinese;history theory
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