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Nine Theories on the People’s Constitutionalism for New Era
Jiang Guohua (Wuhan University)

Abstract In academic terms, all the constitutional claims that “the people are the subject and the
people are the purpose” belong to the category of the people’s constitutionalism. Since the 18th National
Congress of the Communist Party, comrade Xi Jinping has repeatedly discussed constitutional issues in his
series of important speeches or papers. These issues involve many aspects such as people-oriented concept,
people-centered concept, the people as the owner of the country, deliberative democracy, governing by
constitution, constitutional implementation, constitutional supervision, constitutional and legal supremacy.
In terms of its internal logic, these theories are embedded with the following basic propositions: the people
are the subject of the constitutional rights; the people are the constitutional subject; the people are the
purpose of constitutionalism; constitutionalism remains, loyal to the constitution; the implementation of
the constitution is a basic obligation that the people have granted to the government. In terms of its
spiritual essence, these views not only conform to the spirit of the people’s constitutional principle, but
also further enrich and expand the theoretical implications of the people’s constitutionalism, and have
important guiding significance for the constitutional politics and implementation of the constitution for
new era.

Key words people-oriented; people-centered; by the constitution; constitutional supremacy; the peo-

ple’s constitutionalism
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