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Variations of Public Participation Practices .
A Study Based on the Public Policy Evaluation Programs in the Pearl-river Delta Area

Yue Jinglun (Sun Yat-sen University)

Liu Lu (National University of Singapore )

Abstract:In recent years,there are growing public participation practices led by local governments in Chi-
na,which attract great attention from the academic circles. Public participation practices across different localities
present various characteristics and lead to different outcomes. The great variations beg two questions. First, what
are the differences between public participation practices initiated by various local governments? Second ,why do
different governmental departments develop various strategies to implement public participation practices? Under
the guidance of Social Affairs Committee in Guangdong Province ,several cities have initiated public participation
practices in policy evaluation. Based on the degrees and approaches of participation,the study categorizes the ca-
ses into four models of public participation,which are consultative participation ,commentary participation , negoti-
atory participation and deliberative participation. It finds out that the values of leaders in local Social Affairs
Committees impact on their tolerance and empathy for public participation; different policy goals across localities
lead to different approaches that they use to integrate public opinions; and finally,the organizational structures
determine whether the local Social Affairs Committees can turn their strategies and plans of public participation
into effects.

Key words : public participation; local governance; value orientation; policy goal ; organizational structure
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