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Forty Years of Research on Chinese Criminal Law(1978-2018)

Chen Xingliang (Peking University)

Abstract ; Since the launch of the reform and opening-up policy in 1978, the legal construction has been
putting on the agenda. Criminal Law is one of the first seven laws. With the enactment of the Criminal Law,for-
eign criminal law has also begun to be reconstruct. The evolution of Criminal Law has changed from focusing on
legislation to focusing on the theory of justice. It has been forty years since 1978 and there are continuous pro-
gresses in the construction of Criminal Law through its responses to legislation and justice. Most of all,as the
blossom of strafrechtsdogmatik ,it has become the main body of the knowledge of criminal law. The Chinese Crim-
inal Law should regard dogmatic as the basic trend and absorb the content of criminal policy. Only in this way
can the Chinese Criminal Law maintain the immediate reaction capacity to the social changes.

Key words:criminal law; legislative method; theory of justice; strafrechtsdogmatik
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