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On the Ideal Model of Global Communication .
A Case Study of United Nations’ Official Weibo

Shi Anbin ( Tsinghua University )

Abstract : This study examines the global communication of the United Nation( UN) in maintaining fairness
and diversification and reducing cultural discount through semantic network analysis of its official Weibo account
and its related tweets on human rights issue. On this basis, the author endeavors to propose an ideal model of
global communication which would contain the following elements ; clear and unified value standards,the diversity
of information sources,the inclusiveness of rational debate,and the implementation of “one world ,many voices”
dictum from the MacBride Report (1980). As the biggest and most authoritative international and inter-govern-
mental organizations, UN should set an exemplar for adhering to the ideal model of global communication,which
is best exemplified by the social media communication on human rights,one of the most universal and controver-
sial issues. This study finds that there exists a communication gap between developed and developing countries in
their different perception and definition of human rights. However,the UN’ s social media communication has not
fully accounted for the complexities and discrepancies of understanding human rights by various countries. By the
yardstick of advocating value-free ethics and culture diversity principle ,as well as reducing cultural discount ,the
status quo and effect of UN’ s social media communication are still far from accomplishing the ideal model of
global communication.

Key words : global communication; United Nations; social media; weibo; semantic network analysis
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