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Human Existence and Liberty .

Marx’ s Five Arguments on Human

Yang Haifeng (Peking University )
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Abstract:In the development of Marx’ s thought , there is a transformation from the logic of Gattungswesen

to the logic of production and capital. Despite all-round free development of human is a vital dimension through-

out the intellectual history of Marx,Marx’s understandings of human are distinct in various periods of his think-

ing logic. This paper starts from Marx’ s five arguments on human : People are the People’s Supreme Essence;

Man’ s Nature Is the Sum Total of Social Relations ,men as the authors and the actors of their own drama , capital-

ist is the personification of capitalism,all-round free development of human beings. To unfold Marx’ s arguments

on human and the inner distinctions is one profile ,which is the thorough comprehension of Marx’ s Philosophy.

Marx’ s understanding of human is obviously different from the traditional interpretations. His capital logic ,which

contains various dimensions of Marx’s understanding of human. One significant theme in this logic is how to ar-

gue the subjectivity and its liberation in Capital ,if the subject in modern sense turns to be the mediation of cap-

ital accumulation and the personification of capitalism. Hence , it is essential for a new study.

Key words : Marx; human essence; capital ; all-round free development of human; Capiial
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