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Naturalism and Teleology .

And a Comment on Quine’s Ontology

Chen Xiaoping (South China Normal University)

Abstract: The sources of Quine’s naturalism are pragmatism and empiricism, and its significant point is that philosophy is
reduced into natural science, and epistemology is reduced into empirical psychology or evolutionary epistemology. Both
pragmatism and evolutionism are closely related to teleology, thus there is an indissoluble bound between naturalism and
teleology. The combination of concept “nature” and teleology was embodied in Aristotle’ s philosophy long before. Kant
proposed the transcendental principle of purposefulness, and further provided a philosophical basis for teleology. Because
Quine completely abandons transcendental philosophy (including teleology), his naturalism not only loses its root but has
contradictions, particularly acute in his ontology.
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