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Comparison Between Hedong LIU family & Jingzhao
WEI family in Yongzhou during Southern Dynasties
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Biography: ZHANG Lin(1971-),female,editor, Wuhan University Journal,majoring in the history of
Wei,Jin,Southern-Northern Dynasties and editing.

Abstract: As the representatives of the émigré great families in Yongzhou during the Southern Dynas-
ties ,the Hedong LIU family and the Jingzhao WEI family depended on the local military or the choronym
for access to the central office respectively,which differed in degree and in approach. 1. Relying on the mili-
tary exploits or Yin(ifj) privilege,some members of certain lines became the gentleman-official , who clang
to the royalty. 2. Depending on the choronym or the client and the bound retainers,some became the offi-
cers of high prestige or the general with armed forces and autonomous state. 3. Linking the clan and local
society closely,being respected by the local society for their learning and lofty sentiments,others became
the choronym, whose status and prestige were independent of political developments,not tied to the for-
tunes of those dynasties which rose and fell frequently.
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