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Loyalty and Filial Piety in Tang Dynasty

ZHU Hai
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography ZHU Hai( 1969-), male, Doctoral candidate, School of Humanities, Wuhan U niversity,

majoring in ancient Chinese history.

Abstract Based on the brief inspection of ordinary ideology about loyalty and filial piety in Tang
Dynasty, the article studies the ideology and behavior of bureaucrat gentries about loyalty and filial piety.
The conclusion is: there was a complete morality , law and rule system about filial piety for bureaucrat
gentries in Tang Dynasty , most of them treated their parents properly , while they laid stress on
performing meritorious deeds to the country , they always attempted to satisfy both sides of loyalty and
filial piety . However ,if they couldn 1 give consideration to both sides , they could make a choice . The
ideology of “ first loyalty and then filial piety’ and “ drop the idea forever to only one lord was not the
essential cognition in Tang Dynasty -
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