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Abstract; Since the end of the Cold War, EU has been working hard in establish common security and
defense policy. As a great military power in EU, however, Britain shows a negative attitude to this pro-
cess. As for the source of this attitude, there are three reasons. The first, Britain has its own idea about
the security situation of EU. The second, Britain hopes to keep its vested interest through maintaining the
transatlantic security structure with NATO as its base. The third, Britain will not give up its defense
sovereignty and stresses that the security of EU can only be dependent on the foundation of the cooperation
of the nation-states. In brief, Britain wishes to keep its self-interest as much as possible in the process to
establish the common security of EU, and to keep its independent military action in the cooperation of de-
fense.

Key words: Britain; Europe Union; common security and defense policy



