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LI Da & Formation and Development of
MAQO Ze-dong’s Philosophical Thinking

YONG Tao
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wulian 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: YONG Tao(1936-), male, Professor, Doctoral supervisor, School of Humanities, Wuhan
University, majoring in MAO Ze-dong’s philosophy.

Abstract; It’s well known that LI Da kept a close relation with MAO Ze-dong for a whole life, even
more in philosophy. In 1930s, A Course of Dialectical Materialism and Outline of Sociology which were re-
spectively translated and written by LI Da, had an indirect and direct influence on the formation and devel-
opment of MAO Ze-dong’s philosophical thinking. In 1950s-60s, LI Da’s book— Interpretation of On
supplemented and developed MAQO’s thought; LI Da’s

Practise and Interpretation of On Contradiction
criticism on subjectivism in building socialism gave rise to Mao’s self-reflection, and the thinking route
named “seek truth from facts” was restored initially; LI Da put forward in Outline of Material Dialectics,
that the law of the unity of opposites was the essence and kernel of dialectics, which inspired Mao to re-
think the kernel law of dialectics. ’

Key words: LI Da; philosophical thought of MAO Ze-dong; formation and development



