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Dai Zhen s Ethics Thought of Freedom

Wu Gengyou
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Author Wu Genyou(19639, male, Associate professor, School of Humanities, Wuhan University, ma—

joring in Dre—Qing Dynasty and Ming—Qing Dy nasties.

Abstract The differentiated principle is the kernal concept in Dai Zhen § philosophy, and also the key
to understand the thought of freedom in his ethics. The main contribution of this essay is as follows. By
analysing the concept of differentiated principle, the metaphysical basis of his thought of freedom has been
brought out. Furthermore, two famous propositions of Dai Zhen, namely, principle is the undeviating emo—
tion, and, be desirous but not be selfish, may be communicated with the free will which has pursued by the
modern liberals all the time, so also is the case with moral law, personal liberty and the other merginal
problems. Finally, Dai Zhens thought of freedom is in the same strain with that of Li Zhi, but he under—
stood and expounded the concept of freedom more profoundly and more flexibly than Li Zhi did.
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