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Tracing to Thought of Civil Rights.
Comparasion Aristotle, Spinoza and Rousseau

TANG Min-xuan'. TAN Jun-jiu’
(1. School of Government Management. Peking University, Beijing 100871, China;

2.School of Politics & Administration. Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biographies: TANG Min-xuan (1978-), male, Doctoral candidate. School of Government Management,
Peking University, majoring in public management, public policy analysis, and comparative
politics; TAN Jun-jiu (1947-), male, Professor, Doctoral supervisor, School of Politics &
Administration, Wuhan University, majoring in comparative politics.

Abstract. People always mix up some concepts as follow unconsciously in the study and practice in political
science: citizen, people. plebeian and human rights. civil rights, national power, etc. Distinguishing them only
from their own characters somewhat ignore immanent relations between themselves. The article analyzed the
processes and reasons of the transitions from original citizen to modem citizen. from original civil rights to modem
civil rights by comparing certain thoughts of Aristotle, Spinoza and Rousseau. The author argued that the difference
between original and modemn citizen rested with whether rights fit obligations or not, and the difference between
original and modem civil rights rested with whether rights and powers were clearly demarcated or not. What’ s more,
nation-state and representative democracy have played important roles in the two transitions.

Key words: citizen; civil rights; Aristotle; Spinoza; Rousseau



