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Abstract. From the beginning of the historv of bilateral investment treaties. there were some abstract and
controversial clauses called absolute treatment clauses, such as the clauses requires investors shall be accorded ”fair
and equitable treatment” and ”most constant protection and security” and treatment “no less favorable than that
accorded by international law”. These clauses appears frequently in the recent bilateral investment treaties, their
status is being strengthen and their contents are becoming more and more complicated, this phenomenon shows that
there are still many shortcomings in the international investment bilateral legislation and this kind of legislation is
unfair. In order to build a new international economic legal order and improve the guide role. predictable role and
transparency of bilateral investment treaties, we must abolish this kind of absolute treatment clauses step by step in
the course of the future development of bilateral investment legislation.

Key words: bilateral investment treaty; investment treatment system; absolute treatment standard



