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Abstract: Currently, in the field of public budgeting, there exist incrementalism, public choice
models. policv nrocess model. and budeet reform theories. However. all have their weaknesses. and the
field of public budgeting still lacks satisfied theories even after several decades of theory building efforts. In
the post-incrementalism era, there are new efforts to approach public budgeting, including Rubin’ s
descriptive theory, Caiden’ s pattern analysis, Leloup’ s macro-micro budgeting theory, and Schick’ s
basic element orientation. However. they have not provided a solid foundation for a general theory of
budgeting. We argue for creating a middle-range budgeting theory through identifying key dependent
variables in public budgeting and comparative analysis. which will make it possible to predict budgetary
outcomes under certain constraints.

Key words: public budgeting; middle range theory; key variables



