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Social Change, Market Economy & Civil Society
—Comparison of the Initial and Basic Factors of Political Development
Among the Developing Countries
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Abstract: There are large differences in the initial and basic factors of political development among the
developing countries. In a few countries, social change had occurred and the traditional groups of power and
influence had been eliminated, and the society had been re-organized and approached relative equality. On
the basis of this. the market economy was set up and a strong civil society was brought up in reality. In the
meantime, the level of political institutionalization was raised. However, in the vast majority of the
developing countries. social change had not taken place. the traditional groups of power and influence had
been left intact and dominated development, and owned the greater part of developmental fruit. Thus. the
civil society had been always suppressed. the autonomy of the state was weak. That leads to two different
paths of political development, which could roughly be labeled as the mass-oriented and the elite-oriented
political development.
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