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The Sticking Point of Uniformity of Both Chinese Surname and
Name & Approach to Get Out of the Dilemma
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(School of Politics & Public Administration. Wuhan University., Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: TAN Jun-jiu (1947-), male. Professor. Doctoral supervisor. School of Politics & Public
Administration, Wuhan University, majoring in comparative politics.

Abstract. In China, many people of the Han nationality have same given names with their same

surnames. The ultimate reason is that population of a family name are excessively giant. With very few

exceptions, a surname is composed of merely one Chinese character, while the amount of Chinese characters

is limited. Then we prefer to think the single-character surname to given name as the sticking point of the

phenomenon. To get out of the dilemma. we propose a reform: to create new surnames by increasing

plural-character surnames and to branch the existing surnames, while to change the structure of name and

to clarify the functions of the surname, given name and an accessory name.

Key words: uniformity of surname and name; sticking point; branch



